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trouble? Is the Church losing out at 
the very time when she should be 


pressing forward to her God-given 
task? 


These questions cannot be answered 
by any one reply that covers all cases 
or covers any one case fully. Each 
place has ite own probleme, and they 
must be faced frankly and patiently. 
Nevertheless there is one aspect of 
truth which, it seems to me, needs to 
stand out more in our preaching and 
to radiate from our lives. It is the 
truth which Christmar calis us to re- 
member. God gave his only begotten 
Son. Reverently and joyfully we 
acknowledge that no human effort 
could have made Christ Jesus He is 
not the creation of a splendid imagina- 
tion. He is 


No fable old, nor mythic lore, 
Nor dream of bards and Sers. 


He comes to us in many ways in 
our own experience, but he came first 
in time nearly two thousand rears ago. 
He lives in many lives today, but he 
lived first in Galilee a good son and 
neighbour, a friendly man among 
men, giving hie best in every hour of 
the day, and pouring ont his life as a 
free gift for our salvation. 


Has the Christmas season brought 
back to us vividly and gloriously this 
supreme fact which is the starting 
point of our fartth? Do we feel with 
freah force what an amazing, and 
what a satiefying fact it ie that God 
has given us freely thie knowledge of 
Himself so that we may say: God, who 
mid, Light shall shine out of the 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the 
giory of God in the iace of Jesus 
Christ? ‘The consciousness of this free 
gift, of the self-giving of God, is 
central to the Christian experience. 
When it is dimmed by doubt or by 
absorption in other things, when it 
sinks into a secondary place in com- 
parison with the aspect of endeavour 
and adventure on our part, some of 
the radiance of the Christian religion 
is lost and therewith its power to do 
creative work in the world. 


However, many other causes are at 
work to diminish the zest and power 
of Christians, is it not clear that the 
lack of a keen and joyous sense of the 


greatness of God's gift u men ina 
prime one? May the Ne ‘oor see 
for each reader a deepening ronder at 
the gift of God, a fuller reception into 
his own soul of all that God, is wait- 
ing to give to him and an enlarged 
power of passing on that gift through 
the radiance of a God-filled life. 


H. T. H. 


— — — — — 


FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL 
MEETING 


Study of Leadership 


One of the chief subjects discussed at 
the Annual Meeting was that of leader- 
ship in the Chinese Church. Ide 
report of the Commission was published 
in the last number of the Bulletin, 
and those who read i, will have noticed 
the recommendation that the N. C. C. 
should provide for a more thorough 
study of the whole question. Plans 
for thie study have been under con- 
sideration during the period following 
the Annual Meeting. The Peiping 
Group of the Committee on Church 
and Mission Administration gave care- 
ful consideration to the matter during 
Dr. Hodgkin’s visit, and have under- 
taken to initiate a study of the problem 
in North Ubina. This will probably 
be carried out in the firet piace through 
the appointment of a small travelling 
commission, the membership of which 
is now being planned for. It is hoped 
that thie commission will be able to 
visit Manchuria and the Northern 
Provinces during Spring, perhaps re- 
turning at intervals at Peiping, and 
discussing the reeult« of their investi- 
gations with the Committeethere. The 
expectation is that a report, with 
Practical suggestions, will be prepared 
in time to be presented at the Regional 
Conference for North Uhina at the end 
of April, ab which it is hoped that Dr. 
Mott will be present. The investiga- 
tions of the Commission, and their 
suggestions are not of course to be re- 
garded as official acts of the N. C. C., 
but it is hoped that growing out of 
this study and the discussion of the 
North China Conference proposals will 
be ready for discussion at the Annual 


Meeting of the N. C. C. in May. There- 


after it may be necessary for further 
similar study to be undertaken in other 


parts of China. In the meantime, 


however, it seems advisable to con- 
centrate on this area with the hope 
that suggestions arising out of the 
study may be found valuable, not 
only for North China, but also for 
other sections of the country. 


Retreats and Visitation 


At the annual meeting one of the 
strongest convictions expressed by 
wembers from different parte of the 
country was that the secretaries of the 
Coune:! could du no better service 
tuan by spending a large part of their 
time in visitation. In addition Ww 
this it was felt that it would be possible 
to arrange for various members of the 
Council and other suitabie leaders to 
join in euch visitation. The idea was 
that the retreat method mignt largely 
be used in these visite. A special 
point was made of using the delegates 
who hai come back from the Jerusalem 
meeting as members of such deputa- 
tions. Ide objects of the retreats and 
visits would be somewhat different 
from the object of the visitation eighbt- 
een months ago. At that time the 
Church had just been suffering greatly 
from bitter attacks from the outside 
and through enforced withdrawal of a 
jarge proportion of the missionaries, 
and the note struck was one of encour- 
agement and comfort. Happily, the 
situation is now very different. The 
extreme elements in the nationalist 
party are no longer in the ascendant, 
and attacks upon the Church are rare. 
in many cases toere is an unusual 
opportunity for the Christian witness 
to be given. Missionaries have re- 
turned to wany of the stations, and 
the danger is not % much from 
abnormal and difficult conditions as, 
in some cases, a tendency to slip back 
to the normal when a more vigorous 


policy is possible and a strong forward 
movement is indicated. 


The note of the work done during 


this year should, therefore, be a call to 


go forward, bringing the fresh inspira- 
tion of the Jerusalem meeting to bear 
upon the thinking of the churches, 
helping them to realize the fresh situa- 
tion created by the unification of the 
country and the embarking of the 
national government upon a policy. of 
reconstruction and reform, and in 
particular seeking to strengthen the 
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spiritual life so that the Church may 
be able adequately to meet the needs of 
the new day in China. 


In this sense, therefore, the work 
has been planned and already a 
number of visite have been paid. 
Reference to these may be found in the 
subeequent pages of this Bulletin, 
especially under the headings Five 
Retreats’ and “Movements of Secret- 
aries — 


A series of retreats in the provinces 
of Kiangeu and Chekiang bas been 
planned, opening with a special retreat 
for leaders, which was held in 
Shanghai during the firet week of 
January. This retreat was very help- 
ful in bringing together a group of 
bens who will be able subeequently to 
lean local gatherings, outlining the 
general purpoees of the effort and con- 
sidering the conditions which go to 
make successful work on such lines. 
The Council is hoping that it will be 
— for other similar gatherings to 

held at central points leading to the 
holding of local retreate. 


Evidence which comes from many 
parte of the country shows that there 
is a measure of uncertainty on the 
part of the Church as to its function at 
the present time. Some people, see- 
ing the policy of reform being carried 
out vigorously in such provinces as 
Honan and Kwangtung, are asking 
whether there is any specific social 
service left for the Church. General 
Feng has reminded several Christian 
leaders whom he has seen recently 
that in past years the Church was in 
the forefront of social reform, that to- 
day much of the work she initiated is 
being undertaken by the government, 
and if she is to hold her position in the 
life of China she must get out into new 
fields. ‘There are various lines of 
work which are not at all adequately 
provided for by government plans or 
activities, and in some of the govern- 
ment plans strong moral support is 
essential if they are to be carried 
through. Whence can it come better 
than from a living Christian group in 
the community? 


Regional Conferences 


A further method of helping Chris- 
tian leaders in China to face the 
present situation is through the four 


regional conf rences which are being 
planned fer tue spring. It is in- 
tended to hold these in Canton, Pei- 
ping, Hankow and Shanghai, leading 
up te the annual meeting of the 
Council on May “Oto 25. The idea 
is to gather about eighty people at 
each of there regional conferences 
from the area concerned. It is not ex- 
pected that exactly the same program 
will be fullowed in each case, but the 
big subjects that are now before us in 
China should be faced. Some of 
there topics may be summarized as 
fullowe: 


(1) How would you define the 
taek which faces the Christian Church 
in China at the present time, and 
what are ite deepest needs? 


(2) How can the National Chrie- 
tian Council beet serve the Churches 
in fulfilling their task? 


(3) What practical steps can be 
taken to enlarge the circle and im- 
prove the quality of Chinese 
leaderetiip in order that the task may 
be adequately undertaken? 


(4) How can the churches serve 
the rural communities, in the midst 
of which so many of them are, in 
mure practical ways? 


(5) How to improve the religious 
education both in schools where it is 
now put upon a volustary basis and 
in the extra-echool work, home, Sun- 
dav s:huool and church, and more 
particularly t& work ou. the whole 
puint of view so well expressed in the 
Jerusalem finding on this subject. 


(6) In general, how can the ideas 
and convictions which came out of 
the Jerusalem meeting be worked 
out more fully in China? 


(7) What definite steps are needed 
at the present time in the various 
parts ol China, to give effect the con- 
viction that Christian work in China 
must be increasingly church-centric? 


In view of the importance of these 
discussions, and especially the tech- 
nical problems involved in the last, 
it is a matter of great satisfaction 
that Dr. John R. Mott, Chairman 
of the International Missionary 


Council, will be in China and able to 
attend three out of four of these 
conferences. 


It is hoped that as the new Council 
comes into being, and is more directly 
related to the churches, these con- 
ferences will serve, as it were, to give 
it a fresh mandate. They will 
themselves be largely representative, 
and more people will be able to 
express themselves and to attend than 
would be possible at a central meet- 
ing. Further, the fact that each one 
is small means that the discussion 
can be carried to a further point and 
more definitely related to local con- 
ditions and needs than in a large 
meeting in which even all the same 
people from different parts of China 
were to meet together. 


The dates for the regional con- 
ferences as suggested are: 


March 18 to 21, 
Peping: April 29 w May 2, 
Central China, Hankow or Mu- 


chang: May 6 to 9, 
Shanghai: May 13 to 16. 


Following the Shanghai conference, 
and prior to the annual meeting, it is 
expected that there will be a con- 
ference on Christian Literature from 
May 17 to 18. 


Canton: 


The above plans may have to be 
altered in detail, and at the time of 
writing it is not absolutely certain 
that all the conferences will be held 
as planned, but the indications are 
that it will be possible to put through 
this program, and it is greatly to 
be hoped that the reeult may be to 
bring fresh light and insight into the 
newly formed Council as it holds its 
meeting at the end of May. 


Religious Liberty 


At the Annual Meeting the Com- 
mission un the Church and Nation spent 
some time in discussing the problem 
of Religious Liberty as it is affected 
by recent events and legislation in 
China. It was decided to constitute a 
special Commission for the study of 
this question. Owing to the absence 
of some members of the Commission, 
and the difficulty of securing a meet- 
ing, little has been done beyond the 
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preparation of an outline which it is 
hoped will stimulate thought, and will 
be the means of collecting material for 
a more thorough study of the whole 
question. This outline is being taken 
up in the first place by members of 
the Commission, but it is to be hoped 
that readers of the Bulletin who are 
interested in the whole problem or one 
particular aspect of it, will read 
through the outline carefully and send 
in notes giving any facte which may be 
valuable or opinions, either their own 
or those of others whose judgment has 
weight. The subject is one of extreme 
importance, and of not a little diffieul- 
ty, and it ie hoped that the following 
outline may help to clarify thinking 
thereon. 


Study of Religious Liberty 


I. Definition 


1. Should religious liberty include 
the following factors 


(a) Everybody is free to choose his 
own faith. 


(b) Freedom to educate children 
according to the parents’ own 
faith. 


(e) Freedom to propagate one's 
religion without any restriction 
by the Government. 


(d) Other factors. 


2. Write your own definition of 
religions liberty. 


II. Interference With R-ligious Liberty 


1. Ie there any place in the 
national and provincial constitutions 
of China, the Kuomintang platform 
or other official documents in which 
violation of religious liberty can be 
found? 


2. What particular things in the 
past years from which the Church has 
suffered would you consider as acts of 
interference with religious liberty? 


(a) Would you say the temporary 
occupation of churches, tem- 
ples, schools and others public 
buildings during the period 
of military operations was a 
violation of religious liberty? 


In several places where the 
local K.M.T. deliberately and 
continuously attacks Chris- 


(b) 


tianity, and makes trouble with 
Christian people, does action of 
this kind interfere with our 
religious liberty? 


Does the communistic, materi- 
alistic, rational and acientific 
attack on Christianity impair 
our religious liberty? 


Other interference 
ligious liberty. 


8. Why are the pastors, priest, etc., 
deprived of their right of franchise? 


le thie not a case of violating religious 
liberty? Has any other country beside 
China done the same thing? 


4. Would you consider the elimi- 
nation of monks, nuns, witches, 
fortune-tellers, etc., as an interference 
with their religious liberty? 


5. What attitude should be taken 
in regard to cases where our religious 
liberty is definitely violated? What 
practical steps can be taken? What 
kind of service can be best rendered 
by the N. C. C. in this matter? 


III. Religious Education. 


1. What ie the purpose of the 
Government regulations for private 
achool registration? 


2. How far has this set of regula- 
tions violated the principle of religious 
liberty? 


3. The present attitude of the 
churches toward this matter may be 
grouped into three groups: (1) those 
who favour (2) those who oppose (8) 
those who hesitate. What is your 
own opinion? 


(e) 


d) 


with re- 


4. If you feel these regulations 
have interfered with our religious 
liberty, what practical steps can be 
taken? 


IV. Registration of Churches. 


Although the Government has not 
yet compelled the churches to register, 
generally speaking, what would be the 
advantages and disadvantages in such 
registration? 

V. Research. 

Besiders the problem of religious 

education, what other aspects of re- 


ligious liberty in China need investig- 
ation? 


Visit to Japan 


The National Christian Council of 
China was fortunate in having the 
General Secretary of the National 
Christian Council of Japan attend its 
Annual Meeting held in Shanghai last 
Uctober. Mr Ebisawa delivered an 
excellent message from the N. C. C. of 
Japan, which was enjoyed by all 
present at our Annual Meeting. Mr. 
Ebisawa’s visit was all the more 
appreciated by our Committee, because 
in order to enable Mr. Ebisawa to 
visit China the Annual Meeting of the 
Japanese Council was postponed to a 
later date. The Executive (ommittee 
then decided to send a representative 
from the ( nese Council to attend the 
Annual Meeting of the Japanese 
Council I was chosen to be the rep- 
resentative of the Council, and on 
the 28th of October | left Shanghai 
for Japan and was present at their 
meeting, which was held on the leat 
and 2nd of November in Tokyo. It 
was a great pleasure to me to have had 
the opportunity of meeting both the 
Japanese and missionary friends in 
Tokyo and Kyoto. 
opportunities of speaking to groups of 
Christian leaders on some of the prob- 
lems which are facing the Christian 
movement in China, and the present 
relationship between China and Japan. 


I was very much struck by the 
friendliness of our Japanese fellow 
Christians and their earnest desire to 
see the present situation improve. I 
believe such visits between the two 
peoples will do much good to the work 
of the Churches, and to the nations. 
It was very interesting to know that 
one of the foremost problems that is 
facing the Christian Church in Japan 
at the present time is the earnest 
desire on the part of both Japanese 
Christian leaders and foreign mission- 
aries in Japan for Church union. 1 
was requested several times to report 
on the work of the Church of Christ in 
China which is an organic union of 
some sixteen or seventeen different 
Church bodies that have worked in 
China. It was stated by some Japanese 
leaders that Church union was not at 
all a matter that was favoured by many 
people in past years. The tendency 
was rather to run along denominational 
lines; but the new spirit of the day is 
that the Christian Church should show 
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a united front to the outside world, and 
should consolidate its forces in facing 
the common task. The Church leaders 
in Japan today are hoping to see the 
divided Church come together and 
meet the present situation as a united 
body. It is too early to say what form 
such a union might take, or what 
groups of Christian organization will 
be ready to take part in it However, 
the main thing is that the desire for 
union is evident in the minds of not a 
few of the Christian leaders in Japan 
at the present time. 


With regard to the unhappy rela- 
tions between China and Japan, it 
was als gratifying to note that many 
Japanese Christian leaders are deeply 
concerned regarding thie situation, 
and are willing to do whatever is 
posible to improve it. It is quite 
true that the influence of the Chris- 
tian Church in Japan, as well as in 
China, cannot be said to be so great 
as materially to affect the actions of 
. the two Governments: yet, at the same 
time, it is more and wore realized by 
Christian leaders in both countries 
that we, as followers of Jesus Christ, 
have a distinct task to perform, 
namely, to apply, in practice, the 
principles of our Lord to such inter- 
national relations We hope that 
this effort of the Christian bodies in 
China and Japan, however small it 
may be, may result in the betterment 
of relations between the two countries. 


I have also had the opportunity of 
meeting a few leading Japanese 
Statesmen who were in sympathywith 
this Christian ideal, and were willing 
to do their part to help to a better 
understanding between the two peo- 
pies. 


I trust that in the near future both 
China and Japan, and especially the 
Christian people of these two nations, 
will form a yet closer fellowship and 
try to understand each other’s prob- 
lems, and difticulties, and together 
work for a Christian way of solution. 


All the kindness and friendliness 
that was shown to me by my Japanese 
and missionary friends, I hereby 
acknowledge with appreciation and 
thankfulness, 


C. V. C. 


A RURAL SECRETARY 
FOR THE COUNCIL 


It gives us much pleasure to intro- 
duce to our readers an additional 
Secretary who has been added to the 
National Christian Council in the 
person of Mr. F. L. Chang. For 
some time past we have been feck- 
ing for some well qualified person to 
study the problems in the rural dis- 
tricts in this country. We are happy 
to announce that Mr. Chang has been 
able to accept a call from the Council 
to serve as ite Rural Secretary. Mr. 
Chang is a native of Wusih, Kiangsnu. 
He is thoroughly qualified for the 
task that has been outlined to him. 
Mr. Chang received his early academic 
training in St. Jobn’s University, 
after which he went to the United 
States of America for further study. 
He was one of the firet group of the 
Indemnity Fund students. While 
in America he obtained his dezree of 
Ph. B. from the Sheffield Scientific 
School, Yale University. He studied 
further in the Forestry School in the 
same University, from which he 
obtained the degree of Master of 
Forestry. He came back in 1915 and 
taught in Yale-in-China until 1921. 
He then went abroad again and did 
some post-graduate work at the Bus- 
sey Inetitute in Harvard University. 
Returning ftom the States he taught 
again at Yale in China, and became 
Dean of the Middle School Depart- 
ment. He went abroad a third time 
in 1926-1927 and studied agricultural 
and rural educativn in the Graduate 
School of the University of Georgia. 
After his return this last time he has 
heen studying rural conditions in 
East China, also lecturing in the 
College of Agriculture and Forestry 
in the University of Nanking. His 
academic training and experience 
will help in the work to be done by 
the National Christian Council, 
especially in facing the rural problem 
which is so much in the minds of 
Christian leaders at the present time. 
Mr. Chang is a fine Christian man, 
We are exceedingly happy to have 
him in our midst to make his valuable 
contribution in helping the solution 
of the rural problem of the Chinese 
Church. We certainly hope that his 
efforts may be crowned with great 
success to the satisfaction of his own 
heart as well as those of his friends 


in the Christian Church. 


— — 


WOMEN’S WORK AMONG 
THY CHURCHES IN 
EAST CHINA 
Misa T. C’ Kuan 


In accordance with a decision of the 
Committee on Christian Home Life, I 
was ont out to study women’s work 
in different parts of the country, and 
the attitude of the Church towards it, 
in order to formulate a working base 
for the future policy of the Committee. 
The firet period of my trip, dated 
November 4th to December 19th, 
covered Kiangen, Anhwei, and (be- 
kiang, touching the following points, 
Soochow, Wueih, Huchow, Hangchow, 
Shaohsing, Ningpo and Hwaiyuan. 


J. Work Already Undertaken by the 
Churchea: 


(a) Schools for women: Muchos 
has a very fine school for women with 
comprehensive schemes and full equip- 
ment. It has been established for ten 
years, being one of the earliest and 
beet of ite kind. Similar institutions 
are alao found in Ningpo, Shaoheing, 
and Hwaiyuan. 


(bh) Industrial School for girls: 
This kind of achool only exists in 
Shaohving. Ite curriculum consists of 
half day study and half day work. 


(c) Bible Schools for women: The 
one in Soochow is being carried on, 
but those in Hangchow and Shaohaing 
are still unable to open again owing to 
the opposition by the local political 
parties. 

(d) Short Term Schoole for women: 
The Community Church in Soochow 
is conducting a short course for 
from one week to four weeks both in 
the summer and winter. A six weeks’ 
course is running in Hangchow in the 
autumn every year. 


(e) Industrial Home: The Baptist 
Church at Shaohsing has established an 
industrial home in order to improve 
the economic conditions of the women, 
as well as to uplift their spiritual lives. 
Conditions in this Industrial Home 
are quite satisfactory. It is a great 
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blessing to women folks at Shaohsing 
and greatly helps to develop the 
women’s work of the Baptist Church 


Il. The Women’s Movements Within 
the Churches: 


(a) Home Evangelism: This is the 
most popular movement which exists 
in all the seven places I visited. The 
method is to call on people from door 
to door, discussing religions subjects, 
reading the Scripture, singing and 
praying. Inthe scochow Community 


Church the emphasis is laid on family 
worship. 


(6) Women's Endeavour and Fran- 
gdical Mertings: The former is a 
weekly meeting. while the latter is 
held monthiy. Contributions towards 
missionary activities are also collected. 


Mothers’ Mule: Such Clube 
are Organized in Hangchow, Soochow. 
Shaohring and Ningpo with the purpose 
of helping women to face their home 
probleme. This particular phase of 
work has slackened down recently. 


(d) COhristianizing the Home Move- 
ment: Moet places have “‘Home for 
Movements. The Churches in 
Soochow have done good work in this 
direction. 

A Home Festival Memorial Mecting 
ie organized in Hangchow, and an 
Ancestral Memorial Meeting is arrang- 
ed in Huchow. It i noted that there 
ie a lack of organization in the more 
ment. During my visite to these 
places | made an effort to organize a 
permanent local Home Committee. 
Two places, Ningpo and Hwaiyuan, 
have already responded to the appeal 


and begun to organize a Home 
Committee. 


lil. Some Fundamental Women and 
Home Prollems to which the 
Church must pay Attention 


(A) Fundamental Women’s Prob- 
lems. 


1. The majority of the women 
are not educated. 

2. Women have no economic 
independence 

8. The bad custom of setting a 
high value om men and 
neglecting women, 

4. Lack of moral discipline. 


(B) Fundamental Home Problems. 


1. Moral standard for free choice 
in marriage. 

2. Right social relationship be- 
tween men and women. 


8. Right ideas towards family for 
young men and women. 


4. Luxury in weddings and 


funerals. 


5. Poor sanitary conditions at 
home. 


6, The use of leisure time and 
recreation problems. 
7. The problem of servants. 


(C) Problems to which the Church 
should pay attention. 


1. The home has not yet been 
completely Christianized. 

2. Slight attention to religious 
education for children. 


8. Lack of interest in reading 
religious and moral publica- 
tions. 

4. School education does nol 
tit im with the life of the 
young. 

5. Lack of relation between 
Sunday e«hool and the 
families of Sunday school 
studenta. 


6. Church should pay attention 
to lectures on Christianizing 
the Home. 


7. Lack of fellowship between 
Christian families. 


VI. Conditions of the Church: 


Although the churches at Sooc- 
how, Wusih, Huch Hangchow 
and Ningpo have been affected by 
trouble in the past years, this year all 
kinds of Church activities have been 
going on as usual, except the Bible 
echools for women in three places 
which are Kill unable to re-open 
owing to the opposition of local political 
parties. The churches at Hwaiyuan 
are still suffering from the attack of 
the local party. 


FIVE RETREATS 


It was my privilege to assist Dr. 
and Mrs. Hodgkin and Professor T. C. 
Chao in retreats conducted during 
November in Yenching University, 


— 


Paotingfu, Taiku, Fenchow ans 
Taiyuanfu. Each retreat was distino- 
tive, in the group which composed 
it, the problem faced, the approach to 
the problem, the objective aimed at 
and the results attained. Each was 
of value in meeting a felt need. A 
brief review of these five retreats and 
some observations growing out of this 
experience may be helpful. 


Yenching Retreat: The group con- 
sisted of thirty representatives of the 
Yenching School of Religion faculty, 
the Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A., the 
Methodia, Congregational, Presby- 
terian an! Anglican churches. Public 
Worship was the theme considered for 
three days. Five different types of 
worship services were held, in which 
all joined. The group had, through 
previous experience, learned to work 
together. Fellowship was deepened 
and enriched as we went further into 
the philosophy of Public Worship. 
Not only were practical suggestions 
for enriching church worship made, 
but the group will meet from time to 
time to continue experimenting and 
working on thie central problem of 
Public Worship. 


Paotingfu: Representatives of the 
Presbyterian and Congregational chur- 
ches, about sixty in number, spent 
three full days, with lunches together, 
im a retreat. About half of the total 
number attended throughout. There 
were two distinct points of view, the 
conservative and the liberal. There 
was a facing of issues, and each came 
to a growing appreciation of the other. 
Starting with the question, What 
are the outetanding needs of the 
Church today?“, a discussion of public, 
private and family worship and service 
through the church followed. Pao- 
tingfu hopes to conduct a retreat 
among themselves without outside 
help at New Year's time. 


Taiku: The meetings were held in 
the city Kung Li Hui church, but 
there were representatives of the C.1.M. 
and the Salvation Army and Church 
of the Brethren students in attendance. 
The retreat after the first day devoted 
itself largely to the question of the 
relation of students to the church. 
The number of students and teachers 
increased until they made up half of 
the group. Students, both men and 
women, brought in a report criticizing 
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the church and offering constructive 
methods of reform. A student com- 
mittee was chosen to carry on with 
the practical consideration of the 
etudents’ relation to the church. 
Professor Chao lived at Oberlin 
Academy and had much to do with 
arouring and directing this interest on 
the part of Christian students. 


Fenchow: The group was limited 
to church workers. Students were 
not encouraged to attend because a 
frank discussion of the local situation 
was desired. Upwards of twenty 
attended. Starting from the question, 
“What contribution bas the church to 
make to Fenchow, and how can it 
make it?’’, there resulted an expression 
of desire for a fellowship for the leaders 
and frequent meeting for discussion 
of church problems. 


Taiyuen: In contrast to Fenchow, 
where there was only onechurch group, 
in Taiyuan we found the following: 
English Baptiste, V. M. C. A., Church 
of the Brethren, Salvation Army, 
Heavenly Society, Amembly of God, 
True Jesus, Holy Ghost, and the 
“Chinese Independent Church. Quite 
naturally the problem bere was that of 
church co-operation. On the last day 
a committee was choeen from the group 
which drew up practical proposals for 


which aimed at fellowship and united 
service. The evening meetings “were 
of an inepirational character, with a 
direct bearing on the problem before us. 


Some Observations 


I. Exsertials for a Retreat. 


a. Vigorous thonght in a devotional 
atmosphere. Worship and dis- 
cussion are vital and mutually 


helpful. 


b. Faith in the achievement of a 
group mind and an appreciation 
of the value of a common escarch, 


Conditions for Attainment of a 
Group Mind. 
A. Attitude of members. 


(1) Respect for the other man's 
point of view. 


(2) Belief in the leading of the 
Spirit, therefore an open mind (not an 
empty mind). 


AI. 


83) Willingness to speak the truth 
from the heart. 


(4) Readiness to face the real pb- 
lem. It is impossible to have an 
inepirational time while something is 
festering: whether true or not, it is best 
to have the difficulty brought out into 


the open. 
B. Arrangements. 


(1) Sufficient time—at least three 
days. Try to have good blocks of 
consecutive time, two or three hours, 
for a ion. 


(2) As far as poesible the group 
should stay together for the whole 
time. 
the ability to think and feel together. 
This is even more important than the 
size of the group. In general, however, 
from twenty to thirty is an ideal 
number. 


(8) In every way aim to get par- 
ticipation by everyone. The steering 
committee should be largely of local 
people. The first session might well 
be in the nature of reports, at which 
time each person will be called upon. 
Throughout the retreat effort should 
be made to get all points of view 
represented. 


(4) The choice of chairman is 
important. He should be a person 
who is epiritua))y-minded, does not do 
too much talking himeelf, has the 
ability to draw out the group, and to 
concentrate attention upon the issues 
in the discursion. 


(5) Do not havea cut and dried 
program for the retreat. Adapt it to 
the local situation and to the interests 
and needs of the group. ‘The topic for 
discussion in one session should grow 
out of the preceding one. 


III. Visiting Leaders: 


1. They are not lecturers nor 
**doctors’’ who eit at the side ready to 
answer all questions. Instead they 
are members of the group, making 
their contribution as mem bers. 


2. Care should be taken that speak- 
ing to different groups in schools, etc., 
does not interfere with the retreat. 


8. Visitors may belong to the 
„Steering ccmmittee’’ but should not 
com pose it. 


In this way there is growth in 


4, Visitors are not a sine qua non of 
a successful retreat. It is hard to 
over-estimate the contribution that Dr. 
and Mrs. Hodgkin and Professor Chao 
made in the retreats and in their as- 
sociation with workers, Chinese and 
foreign, in the stations. They were a 
great heip and inspiration all along 
the line; but they, too, would urge 
that the local group without outside 
assistance can conduct most worth- 
while retreats. 


IV. The Retreat should be Concrete 
and Practical. 


The discussion may go deep into the 
the philosophy of a subject like wor- 
ship, but the group should constantly 
think up to concrete issues. The 
retreat should result in a practical 
program or some forward step in in- 
dividual, group or church life. 


The nature of retreata varies widely. 
They can be conducted with good 
results without help from visitors, 
provided the group is ready to face 
actual situations, is alert to God's 
leading and ready to do His will. 


Rowtaxp M. Cross 
Peiping, Dec. W, 10288. 


VISIT OF DR. JOHN R. 
MOTT 


In October of last vear Dr. John R. 
resigned his position as the head of 
the Y. M. C. A., and is now devoting 
his full time to the work of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, of which 
he is Chairman. He is spending the 
winter and spring in visiting India, 
the Straits Settlements, Philippine Is- 
lands, Japan, Korea and China. Dr. 
Mott expects to be in China from April 
28th until May 24th, when he sails 
from Shanghai for America. The 
main purpose of his visit is to further 
the realization of the ideals and pro- 
grams of the Jerusalem Meeting. 


He has kindly consented to be pre- 
sent at the series of regional con- 
ferences being arranged by the 
National Christian Council, beginning 
with the North China Conference to be 
held in Peiping the last days of April 
and the beginning of May, and then 
travelling to Shanghai via Hankow, 
in both of which cities similar con- 
ferences are being arranged. 
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It is hoped to take advantage of Dr. 
Mott’s presence in China to raise again 
with him the subject of how the Chris- 
tian forces of the West can make a 
larger contribution to the development 
and circulation of Christian literature 
in China. 

In connection with Dr. Mott’s re- 
tirement from the V. M. C. A.. an 
article in the ““Missionary Review of 
the World by Frank B. Leng gives 
a striking account of Dr. Mott's 
perronality and work, and a full page 
illustration of Dr. Mottand Dr. Yui 
at Jerusalem i published with that 
articie. 


In addition to the regional con- 
ferences, at which Dr. Mott ie ex- 
pecting to be present, one is also being 
planned for Canton during the period 
of hie visit to the Philippine Islands. 
It % not likely that Dr. Mott will be 
able to attend this conference. 


= 


JERUSALEM AND AFTER 


Comments which come to the N.C.C. 
office from all parts of the world, and 
in many different magazines, as well 
in personal letters, show the extent to 
which the meeting of the International 
Missionary Council last spring has 
awakened interest and aroused enthus- 
jiaem. There has been a certain 
amount of adverse criticiem from a 
few individuals: but such criticiem 
was only to be expected, and the vast 
majority of comments which have 
reached us have been cordial, not to 
say enthusiastic, appreciation of the 
findings and of the various reports of 
the meeting which have been circu- 
lated. Weare very glad that Professor 
T. C. Chao’s popular account of the 
Conference is now available for Chinese 
readers. Professor Chao is increasingly 
impreseed by the value of the meeting 
and was eager to add another 
chapter to his book in order to bring 
out some of the chief lessons of 
Jerusalem for China. The preparation 
of the volume had, however, been so 
much delayed when this was known, 
that it was impossible to include such 
a chapter. We hope it will never- 
theless be written and published 
separately. The author of this book 
has been travelling in North China, 
and has stirred up much interest by 
his reports of the Jerusalem meeting. 


We hear the some of reports by Dr. 
Gow in Manchuria, Miss Tseng in 
Central China, Dr. Li in Shantung, 
and others who bad the privilege of 
attending. 


The full Conference report is now 
available, and we hope that many 
readers of the Bulletin have secured 
and studied it. It may be obtained 
at the Mission Book Co., 13 North 
Szechuen Road at Mex. $15 per set. 
Postage extra. 


The findings in Chinese have been 
thoroughly revieed, and will shortly 
be ready. A statement by Dr. William 
Temple, the new Archbishop of York, 
who was himeelf present throughout 
the Jerusalem Meeting, has been 
jammed, and we feel that readers of the 
Bulletin will be interested in seeing it. 
We therefore reprint it as follows: 


People who allow themselves to be 
frightened out of reading the Report of 
the Jerusalem Meeting of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, held 
earlier this year, because it occupies 
eight volumes or becanee of ite title, 
will be making a very big mistake, 


No doubt some of these eight 
volumes are of more general interest 
than others. But every one is of real 
importance and is thoroughly readable. 
And some of them are contributions to 
the study of their subject so vital that 
stateemen as much as missionaries 
will bave to attend to them. Thus, 
for example, the statement of the 
spread of industrialism over Asia, 
Africa and South America, given at 
the beginning of the volume on that 
subject, brings together more material 
bearing on that subject than will be 
found anywhere else. In the same 
volume Mr. R. H. Tawney gives an 
admirable pxposition of Christian first 
principles in this relationship, and 
Mr. Grimshaw of the Native Labour 
Section of the International Labour 
Office at Geneva describes the way in 
which modern industry overturns the 
ordered life of primitive peoples. 


In the same way the volume on 
the Race Conflict is indispensable to a 
real understanding of the present 
phase of the greatest problem of the 
near future, except that readers must 


remember that the statements of the 


coloured peoples would not be 80 


temperate and free from bitternees if 
they were made by men not yet won 
to Christianity. 


Tho volume on education provides 
another instance of the way in which 
the deepest spiritual truth carries 
with it other kinds of truth: for it 
shows how the latest recommenda- 
tion of modern educationalista, based 
on the recent development of psychol- 
ogy. are anticipated in the actual 
practice of our Lord. This volume ie 
full of wiedom for teachers of other 
subjects as well as of religion. 


Perhaps the most valuable volume 
for the general readed is the first of 
all, which deals with the Christian 
Life and Message in relation to Non- 
Christian Systems. Here within rea- 
sonable compass is a presentation of 
the values found in other religious 
systems, so that we may relate 
Christianity to them at their best. It 
is perhaps rather new that an official 
missionary gathering should in this 
way seek to set forth the non-Chris- 
tian Religions in their points of ex- 
cellence. Whether it is new or not, it 
is a manifestation of the true Chris- 
tian spirit; and in this volume there 
is an opportunity of understanding 
the hold which those systems have 
upon their adherents, such as will 
not be easily attained through any 
other means. Bat there is no weaken- 
ing of the central Christian convie- 
tion; rather is it true to say that the 
sincere attempt to appreciate the other 
religions only emphasises the suprem- 
acy, uniqueness and universality of 
the Gospel. 


Most impressive is the emphatic 
testimony that the real rival today of 
Christianity is not any other religion, 
but secularism. That is true of Asia 
and Africa as it is true of Europe and 
America. The task of the Church 
throughout the whole world is here 
seen to be one-—to uphold and pro- 
claim the one religion which can exist 
alongside of modern scientific civiliza- ) 
tion and dominate it. ; 


MOVEMENTS OF 
SECRETARIES 
Dr. O. F. Cheng reports: 


The Christian leaders in Central 
China got together and carefully i 
made plans for some special meetings 
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for Church members as well as for 
those outside of the Christian Church. 
I was invited to be a speaker. 


From the 22nd November to the 
22nd December, for a whole month, 
I have been travelling in Hankow, 
Wuchang, Hanyang, Siaokan, Chang- 
esha and Siangtan attending meetings 
and seeing Church leaders in these 
six important centres. It was an 
especial privilege to spend the month 
amongst our Christian friends in 
Central China, seeing this was my 
first visit alter the great disturbance 
in that part of the country. Central 
China was probably one of the worst 
places during the past few years 
under the regime of communistic 
terroriem. I found that, while all 
things are quiet and the disturbing 
elements are now being suppremed by 
the forces of the Government, there 
was still some uncertainty in the 
minds of the people, both Christian 
and non-Christian. In a_ word, 
people have not yet fully recovered 
from the shock of the past two or 
three years. This, of course, has 
greatly affected the Christian Church, 
and it was my good fortune to visit 
these good Christian friends and con- 
sult them about the future develop- 
ment of the Christian movement in 
that part of China. 


Hupeh seems to be in a more en- 
couraging position than Hunan, but 
signs of encouragement are not lack- 
ing there also. In many ways the 
Christian Church is beginning to find 
iteel{f and to move forward with re- 
gained etrength and vigour. 


I spent a few days in Siaokan, a 
country station of theChurch of China, 
London Mission branch. There | had 
the opportunity of meeting over one 
hundred country Christian leaders 
who came to the specially arranged 
retreat conference from different 
districts, including one Christian 
gentieman of eighty-four years of 
age who walked more than forty li to 
attend this conference. It was an 
inspiring sight to see the Christian 
men and women who were so eager 
to get together and to plan for their 
future work. The pastor of this 
group of churches is Rev. Stephen 
Chen, a man of sterling worth and a 
most suitable pastor for work in the 


country, so earnest in his religious 


fervour, so capable in his manege- 
ment of country church affairs, so 
self-denying in his personal life and 
the life of his good wife, and so 
earnest in his evangelistic zeal, He 
was indeed in inspiration to me, 
During the time of disturbance, when 
the anti-Christian agitators singled 
him out as one on whom they would 
lay their hands and whose life they 
might even take, he was prepared to 
suffer for his religion by staying at 
bis station, making provision for any 
eventuality and ready to face any- 
thing that might befall him. To 
have such a leader amongst Christian 
workers and members in a rural 
district certainly gives one much 
encouragement as to the power of the 
Christian religion in making men 
great. 


The meetings that were held in the 
Wuhan centre were aleo very encour- 
aging. We spent one whole day in 
a retreat at which the Church leaders 
of all the churches in Wuhan were 
present. The meeting was held in 
St. Paul’s Cathedral in Hankow, and 
to our surprise while we expected 
some sixty or seventy people, no fewer 
than two hundred came to this meet 
ing. Consequently we had to shift 
from one part of the church tothe main 
building. The day was spent largely 
in prayer. The main purpose for the 
morning was self-examination, each 
one to examine himself or herself 
before God. Have we, each one of 
us, proved ourselves faithful to God 
during the past few years at a time of 
trial and testing? It was most help- 
ful, and the suitable words uttered by 
Mr. Rowlands of the London Mission 
were very helpful indeed. The after- 
noon was largely spent in discussing 
a forward-looking program. What 
should we do from now on to regain 
the forward march of the Christian 
religion? A good deal of time was 
spent also in intercession. It was a 
day well spent in quietness, medita- 
tion and waiting upon God. 


More remarkable werethe evange- 
listic meetings open to non-Christian 
people who were led to the church 
by some Christian friends. For 
three days the church was packed, 
and those who were not Christians 
listened to the Christian message 
most attentively and took part in the 
Singing of hymns, the reading of 


scripture and prayer. I have seldom 
seen such quietness and reverence 
shown by a non-Christian crowd. 

In Changsha and Siangtan we had 
also a number of meetings with 
Christian leaders and considered 
some of the immediate problems that 
are facing the Christian Church at 
the present time. 


The great need of the Hunan 


churches seems to be the revival 
of spirit among church members. 
There seems to be a lack of spiritual 
enthusiasm : the spiritual glow seems 
to be dimmed, undoubtedly as & 
result of the shock the Church has 
received during the past few years. 
We were told that some could not 
stand this severe trial and have 
advertised in the newspapers de- 
nouncing their Christian faith. Five 
of the evangelists connected with the 
Bible Institute in Changsha were 
kidnapped by bandits, and have prob- 
ably lost their lives since they have 
not been heard of since June of last 
year. Yet at the same time one feels 
encouraged. When the Church 
realizes that the greatest need is forse 
regained spiritual enthusiasm it cer- 
tainly shows that the Church is 
moving along in the right direction. 
The most serious thing is when «4 
Christian or group of Christians is 
growing cold in heart and yet not 
knowing it. We have reasons to 
lieve that this hunger after spiritual 
vitality is a ure sign that the Chureh 
is moving forward, and we bope that 
the spiritual glow may be granted to 
the children of God in that particular 
region. 


It was a great privilege to meet 80 
many Chinese and foreign friends in 
Central China, and the kindness and 
friendliness they showed me seemed 
to indicate their great interest in and 
appreciation of the work that is being 
done by the National Christian 
Council. For all their kindness and 
hospitality I wish publicly to express 
my sense of gratitude and apprecia- 
tion. 


One further point I should like to 
mention is that the work which has 
been so well done by the committees 
of arrangements for those meetings 
deserves special praise. It was largely 
due to the careful arrangements made 
by these committees that we were able 
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to hold these meetings with such 
success. In conducting evangelistic 
meetings or other similar gatherings 
the most important part is the prepara- 
tion beforehand and the follow-up 
work after the meeting. 


The friends in Central China should 
be remembered by all the Christians 
in China on account of the very severe 
persecutions and trials they have gone 
through, and prayers should con- 
tinually be offered on their behalf for 
additional strength to help them not 
only to stand the storm but also to 
grow in such a storm. 


Apart from attending these various 
church meetings I also had the oppor- 
tunity of speaking to students in «a 
number of echoole both for men and 
for women, and 1 found that the one 
subject that they were most interested 
in was my visit to the Holy Land and 
the Jerusalem Meeting. 


1 have come back from these meet- 
ings feeling more encouraged as to the 
place of the Christian movement in 
the life of China and the part that the 
Christian Church is to play in the 
shaping of the destinies of this nation. 


Ree. Dang Fang reports: 


(1) General Conditions of Honan: 
No visitor can fail to be impressed by 
the many improvements which have 
been made in Honan recently. Ho- 
nan is also remarkable as one of China’s 
historical provinces. Nearly every 
single spot in it has some historical 
significance, especially the ancient 
buildings, sculptures and antiques, 
which illustrate the old civilization of 
China. Since the entrance of the 
National Army into Honan Province 
last year, many places have been * 
proved under the direction of Genéral 
Feng. Idols have been swept out. 
Foot binding bes, been forcibly for- 
bidden. Planting of trees, sanitary 
improvements of the streets, the build- 
ing of new roads, and, above all, the 
clearing out of the bandits has been 
accomplished. Side by side with these 
new improvements, a visitor can still 
pick out the historically interesting 


spots. 

(2) My visit in Honan may be 
described in connection with the fol- 
lowing fields: 


(a) Lutheran Field: So far as 
J have been informed, the Lutherans 
have five areas in Honan, one in South 
Honan, its centre being Sinyangchow; 
another in Central Honan, the centre 
being Hsuchow; one in North Honan 
with its centre at Chengchow: one in 
Kast Honan having its centre in 
Loyang, and in the West a field with 
Kweiteh as its centre. I have not 
been able to touch Kweiteh or 
Sinyangchow this time, but I have 
met pretty nearly all the leaders at 
Juning where the Lutherans have 
their Yu-ho Synod Convention. 


(6) The next field is a mized 
field. There are several missions 
working in the same area such as 
Kaifeng and Chengchow. In these 
two places the Anglican Church, Bap- 
tist, C.1.M. and the Free Methodist 
have their work. 


(e) The third is the field of the 
Church of Ohrid at Weihwei and 
Changteh. 


(d) The last field I visited was 
that of the Southern Presbyterians, at 
Suchowfu, which is actually outside 
the Honan Province, and at the 
junction of the Tientsin-Pukow and 
Lunghai lines. 


(8) In «spite of the economic 
pressure during the last year or two, 
and the attacks from foes, the church- 
e in Honan still maintain at 
least their evangelistic function. In 
the big cities pastors are eager to know 
what type of work they can perform 
in order to win confidence, and to 
unite the Christians together. Having 
such perplexity they are very enthu- 
siastic in welcoming visitors from 
outside in the hope that they may 
give them new ideas and help 
in launching out upon new lines of 
work. During my visit in the rural 
districts I was very deeply impressed 
by the religious zeal of these simple 


' farmers. They may not have any 


high-sounding theories or elaborate 
systems, but they hold firmly to the 
fundamental beliefs which all Chris- 
tians ought to have. In certain 


sections the farmers are willing, up to 


their capacity, to take responsibility 
for the Church either in financial 
matters, by willingly rendering service 
for it or by letting the Church use their 
own property as a meeting place for 


The means of communication under 
present conditions are not very satis- 
factory, and have sometimes proved a 
hindrance to visitors. Nevertheless I 
consider this visit has been a great 
help to me personally, and at the same 
time I should like to express my 
thanks to the pastors and Christians in 
this province for the kindness which 
they have shown to me during my 
visit. 


Mr. Lobenstine has been chiefly 
confined to Shanghai during the past 
cew months. He made a visit to Shan- 
tung to attend the Annual Meeting of 
the Presbyterian Mision in that prov- 
ince, and aleo a meeting of the newly 
organized Provincial Co-operation 
Committee between that Mietion and 
the synods of the Presbyterian Church 
and the Church of Christ in the prov- 
ince. 


He visited Tsinan primarily in con- 
nection with his work as an Honorary 
Secretary of the China Christian 
Educational Association with a view 
to conferring with the faculty of the 
University in regard to the program 
proposed for the University by the 
Council on Higher Education. 


He made one brief visit to Nanking, 
attending the meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the University, and a 
meeting of the Rural Work Committee 
of the Council. 


Dr. H. T. Hodgkin. During the 
larger part of the months of November 
and December, Dr. and Mrs. Hodgkin 
were travelling in North China. On 
the 8rd and 4th of November they 
attended the celebrations for the in- 
auguration of Dr. Yi-Fang Wu as Presi- 
dent of Ginling College, and Dr. Hodg- 
kin spoke at the Founder’s Day Cele- 
bration. This is a notable event in the 
edueational world in China. 


After fulfilling some other engage-- 


ments in Nanking, they went North 
by rail to Peiping where a retreat on 
Worship was held at Yenching Uni- 
versity. 


Visits were paid to Paotingfu, Taiku, 
Fenchow and Taiyuanfu, and on the 
return visit to Peiping a short trip was 
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made to Tungchow. Some account of 
the five retreats held is to be found in 
a separate article in this Bulletin. For 
the journey in Shansi, Professor T. C. 
Chao accompanied Dr. and Mrs. Hodg- 
kin, giving invaluable service by 
speaking both on the Jerusalem Meet- 
ing and on the general problems of 
Christianity in China. A considerable 
number of meetings were addressed by 
the visitors, including school and hos- 
pital groups; every where a very warm 
welcome was extended to them. 


Unfortunately the time in Shansi 
was % short that only the three 
places mentioned could be visited, and 
other centres, more particularly those 
occupied by the Brethren Mission, had 
to be omitted from the schedule. 


Conditions in Shansi are favourable 
for the carrying out of Christian work. 
There is comparatively little opposi- 
tion, and, as is well known, the province 
is more settled and better governed 
than many parts of China. Just prior 
to the visit, however, there had been a 
moet unfortunate incident involving 
the loss of life of one of the missionaries 
of the Paptist Miesion, Mie Mann. 
This had given some sense of insecurity 
in contrast to the general feelings of 
security which have prevailed in Shan- 
si, to a greater extent than perhaps 
any where ele in China during the last 
few years. 


While the Church has a fine opport- 
unity in these areas, it does not seem 
to feel very well qualified to enter the 
open doors, and there is a great need 
for a quickening of the spiritual life. 
In some places it was manifest that 
there were divisive forces working 
within the Christian group. If the 
churches as a whole could act together 
and had a clear sense of their mission, 
there would seem to be great possibili- 
ties of advance? It was a privilege to 
meet some of the leaders, both Chinese 
and foreign, who have vision, and who 
are working constructively on the 
problem. 


A recent convention of farmers, 
at which the emphasis was divided 
between constructive suggestions on 
agricultural lines, and helpful spiritual 
addresses, was very successfully carried 
through in Fenchow; and in Taiku 
there was evidence of keenness among 
he students in trying to help solve 
he problems of the Church. 


t 
t 


In Taiyuanfu the desire to get to- 
gether for effective Christian co-oper- 
ation was felt, though there are not a 
few difficulties. It is much to be 
hoped that another visit to Shansi, 
including Shensi, may be possible 
within a short time. 


Rev. Rowland M. Croes accompanied 
the party during the whole of the 
travels, and gave invaluable help in 
carrying out the arrangements, as well 
as through his personal contribution 
in retreate and otherwise. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
Church and Mission 
Administration 


The following duties were entrusted 
to this committee by the Executive 
Com mittee:- 


(a) The preparation of a revised 
constitution for the N. C. C. to be 
submitted to the constituting bodies, 
and subsequently to the Annual Meet- 
ing in May. 

(4) Plans for the gathering of 
statistics for the Christian churches in 
China. 

(e The study decided upon at 
the Annual Meeting of the question of 
leadership in the Chinese Church, 
including the recruiting and training 
of Chinese, and the position and work 
of the missionary. 


(% The use of foreign money in 
the financing of indigenous churches. 
This study is being organized by the 
International Missionary Council, and 
and the N. C. C. Committee will 
cooperate. 


(e Matters relating to the hold- 
ing of property in China for religious 
and benevolent purposes, including 
the study of Government regulations, 
the question of trusteeship, etc. 


It was decided at the Annual Meet- 
ing that three Regional Committees 
should function in connection with the 
Central Committee on Church and 
Mission Administration. Of these the 
Peiping Committee has undertaken a 
study of Christian Leadership, concen- 
trating its attention upon the North 
China area.. They hope to lay down 
general lines for the study of this 
subject, and to constitute small 


travelling commissions which will visit 
Manchuria, Shantung, Hopei and 
Shane. 


At the North China Regional Con- 
ference to be held at the end of April, 
it is hoped that these Commissions, in 
consultation with the Peiping Regional 
Committee, will be able to present a 
report for discussion, the material sub- 
sequently coming to the Annual Meet- 
ing in May. The Executive Com- 
mittee is making a grant towards this 
work, and the Rev. Djang Fang has 
been appointed to cooperate. 


The Canton Regional Committee has 
been asked to make a special study of 
the question of finance in relation to 
the growth of indigenous churches. 
Self-eupport in the south has on the 
whole advanced further than in most 
parte of China, but the problems con- 
nected therewith are far from being 
solved, and there is a general feeling 
that in some cases the vee of foreign 
money bas hindered rather than helped 
the development of the missionary 
spirit in the churches. The question 
of the relation between the develop- 
ment of a well trained (and therefore 
well paid) Chinese leadership on the 
one hand, and the rapid growth of self- 
support on the other, will come up for 
consideration in connection with this 
study. 


The Wuhan Regional Committee has 
not as yet determined on any lipe of 
epecial study. It is hoped, however, 
that it may be able to gather material 
which may be of value for the Regional 
Conference to be held in Hankow 
early in May. 


The Committee in Shanghai is 
anxious to hear from those who are 
specially interested in any of the above 
subjects, and who have ideas which 
they would like to lay before the Com- 
mittee. Correspondence has already 
taken place in regard to the re-examin- 
ation of the deeds of mission property 
as required by the authorities, and 
other technical questions arising out of 
recent governmental changes. Cor- 
respondence in reference to work of 
this Committee should be addressed to 
Rev. E. C. Lobenstine. 


Religious Education 


Some readers of the bulletin may 
not be aware that the report of the 
Hangchow conference on Religious 
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Education is now available in Chi- 
nese, and the abstract of the same in 
English in typewritten form. 


This volume gives a good deal of 
suggestive material, and one corres- 
pondent from Ameriea who has had 
the opp »rtunity of reading the digest 
remarks that it will be of very 
considerable value there as well as in 
China. It came be obtained on ap- 
plication from the N. C. ©. office. 


The members of the group are 
concerned in producing fresh material 
for use in China, and it is hoped that 
within the next twelve months sume 
of this may be on the market. 


The visit of Dr. Miao and Mr. 
Price to north and central China 
during the autumn gave opportunities 
for studying the problem of religious 
education, especially in the schools, 
and it is hoped that, with the fresh 
light that bas come to them, the com- 
mittee may be able to find other ways 
of helping forward thie important 
work. 


lt ig alen hoped that the retreat on 
worship in Yenching, at which Dr. 
Hodgkin was present, may cad to 
the preparation of some material 
which will be helpful in deepening 
and strengthening the worship lite 
of the Churches in China. 


Owing to the absence of the persons 
mentioned, and also, Kev. Djang 
Fang, the associate secretary of this 
cotumittee, the meetings of the com- 
mittee have been interrupted, and 
itis not possible in this Bulletin to 
add anything further as tu the work 
being undertaken. 


Christianizing Economic 
Relations 


Both Mr. Gideon Chen and Miss 
Haass have recently visited Wusih, 
where a study is being made of women 
in industry, and Mies Haass also 
accompanied Mies Kuan to Soochow, 
and to Huchow, where the silk indus- 
try claimed her attention. 


The Committee on Christianizing 
EKocnomic Relations has recently 
published a translation of part of Dr. 
Sherwood Eddy's Religion and 
Social Justice“, the first chapter, 
Economie Problems’’, adapted for 
use in China. A few copies of the 


whole volume in English are available 
for free distribution and can be ob- 
teined from the N. C. C. office. 
The study of the Kwangtung Peasants 
Movement made by Mr. T. C. Chang uf 
Canton has been translated into Eag- 


lish and can be purchased for 
twenty-five cents. In the Chinese 
Industrial Bulletin of this month 


eome of the Timothy Richards Prize 
estays on Christianity are appearing, 
“The Christian Responsibility toward 
Peasants and Labour. 


Through the curuperer tion of various 
organizations interested in labour 
pruble.s, a small meeting was held 
with M. Albert Thomas, Director of 
the International Labour Office. M. 
Thomas expressed his conviction that 
social agencies should aim tet to 
secure the abulition of child labour 
and night work for women. 


Retreats and Evangelism 


By the time this Bulletin gets into 
the hands of readers the week of Ev- 
angelism will be almost reached, if not 
actually passed. The general theme 
suggested for the week is the Kingdom 
of God. Announcements have already 
been made for the literature prepared 
for the week, but in case any readers 
have not secured copies of this 
literature, and for others who would 
like to use it subsequently, the fol- 
lowing announcements may be made, 
some of which repeat what has already 
been given in the Bulletin. 


A pamphlet prepared by Miss Vance 
of the Y.W.C.A. is entitled Home 
The Laboratory of God’s Kingdom. 
It can be obtained at 40 per 100, or 10 
for 20 copies. The Religious Tract 
Society has published posters and 
tracts at 18c. for, set of six, on the 
following themes: 


1. Look up for Happiness. 


2. Come, for all Things are Now 
Ready. 


8. Put Off the Old Man, Put On 
the New Man. 


4. Seet Ye First the Kingdom of 
God. 


5. Prayer Answered though De- 
layed. 


6. The Fruitful Fig Tree. 


The C.L.S. has seven tracts, 100 sets 
for $1.20, 500 for $5.50, and 1000 for 
$10.00, including postage. This set 
follows the lines suggested by the 
Committee as a study of different as- 
pects of the Kingdom of God, as 
follows: 


1. The Spirit of Repentance, Mark, 
1:15 


2. The Spirit of Faith, Luke 17:21 


8. The Spirit of Righteousness, Ro- 
mans 14:17 


4. The Spirit of Progress, Matt. 
11:12 


5. The Spirit of Service Matt. 5.20 


6. The Spirit of Singleness of Pur- 
pose. Matt. 6:133 


7. The Spirit of Prayer. Matt. 6:10. 


Christianizing International 
Relations 


The Committee has had several 
meetings since the last annual meet- 
ing. The chief emphasis of ite work 
remains the same, that is, watching 
situations and making recommenda- 
tions bearing on specific issues. For 
this year be question of Sin 
Japanese relations still occupies the 
mind of the Committee 


Most of the old members of the 
Committee continue their services 
this year. Some new members have 
been added, Mr. Furuya, Miss C. 
Mackinnon, Rev. K. W. Luccock, Mr. 
. T. Wa, and Dr. Herman Liu. 


The pamphlet, Studies on Nation- 
alism and Internationalism’’ prepar- 
ed by Mr. D. Roberts for the Com- 
mittee is now in the press both in 
Chinese and in English. It contains 
a number of lessons on timely issues 
with suggested questions for discus- 
ion. 


Dr. Cheng reported to the Com- 
mittee at its November mecting about 
his visit to Japan. On the whole, he 
said, the Japanese peuple were eager 
to have friendly relations with China, 
but they had no way to secure the 
Chinese point of view. The Christian 
forces of Japan are small, their 
leaders feel a deep sense of duty in 
promoting better international rela- 
tions. 
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Asa consequence of this report, 
the Committee devoted itself to con- 
sidering various plans and suggestions 
for the improvement of Sino-Japanese 
relations. One thing they have deci- 
ded upon is to prepare news on China 
on constructive lines to be sent over 
to the Japan N. C. C. for publication 
and ty seek for similar news from 
Japan. A sub-committee was ap- 
pointed to look into the matter of 
conducting essay conteste and debates 
among the students in order to get 
themselves educated in a true under- 
standing of other peoples and to 
cultivate a more friendly attitude. 


For several years past, the Interna- 
tional Committee hae been acting as 
the China Council of the World 
Alliance for promoting peace through 
the Churches. Four Chinese mem- 
bere are represented on that Council. 
This year the Committee was asked 
to elect a Vice President for the 
Alliance. It was unanimously agreed 
that Dr. C. V. Cheng should serve in 
this capacity. 


Anti-Opium 


The Anti-Opium Committee met 
on the 8rd of December. Several 
important resolutions were passed. It 
was voted that a telegram be sent to 
the National Government asking them 
to make a thorough investigation con- 
cerning the recent case of smuggling 
opium into Shanghai, and to punish 


those found gpilty. It was also voted 
to send ntative to the National 
Medical Conference to ask for the 


help of Christian hospitals to make 
special provision in the hospitals 
for helping opium smokers to break 
the habit. This Committee has since 
then received a further cordial reply, 
in the form of a telegraphic message, 
from the National Government advis- 
ing that they are trying to make as 
thorough an investigation as possible 
of the smuggling case, and will punish 
those who committed the offense. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


The N. C. C. has issued since the 
Annual Meeting the Publications re- 
ferred to elsewhere in this issue includ- 
ing: | 


1. Religion and Social Justice. Dr. 
Sherwood Eddy, translation of chap. 
I. “Economic Relations’’ (Chinese) 
5 cents per copy. Ready. 


2. The Farmers Movement in Kwange- 
tung. English translation of the study 
by Mr. T. C. Chang. 25 cents, post- 
paid. Ready. 


8. Studies on Nationaliam and In- 
ternationaliem. Prof. Donald Roberts. 
English, 5 cents per copy. Chinese, 5 
cents per copy postpaid. (In pres). 


4. Christian Reconstruction. Dr. 
Frank Rawlinson, an interpretative 
account of the Sixth Annual Meeting 


of the N. C. C. Free on application. 
Ready. 


5. Report of Sizth Annual Meeting 
1928. Free. English (Ready), Chi- 
nese (In Press). 


6. The Jerueolem Conference. T. C. 
Chao, in Chinese 25 cents per copy, 
postpaid. Ready. 


7. The Christian Obe vance of New 
Year, in Chinese. 2 cents each, ten 
copies 10 cents. 


8. Religious Education Conference 
at Hangchow, in Chinese. Free. 


Other publications issued include: 


9. Terms for Use in Annual Meeting. 
A brief glossary for interpreters and 
translators, ( hinese and English). A 
few copies available at ten cents each. 


10. The Church ia China in its re- 
lation to the Churches of Furore and 
America. Reprinted from the state- 
ment by the China delegates to the 
Jerusalem Meeting. In English and 
in Chinese. Single copies, free. 


11. The four slogan following 
have been printed as wall posters with 
characters approximately four inches 
in height, for use in homes or churches. 
Eight cents per set, $6.00 per 100, 
postpaid. 


AM 


We would see Jesus, follow Jesus, 
and with Jesus we would work.“ 


May the whole Christ penetrate our 
whole life.“ 


the founders 


A. 


Fellow Christians unite to establish 
the Kingdom of God. 


ae, 


ee the Chinanized Church to plan 
for a Christianized China. 


12. China Church Year Book No. 
10, 1928. The annual year book of 
the Christian movement in China, in 
Chinese. Rev. Diang Fang, editor, 
Now ready. (Price 40 cents in paper, 
60 cents in cloth binding. 


— — — — 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 
Western Asia and Northern 
Africa 


Among the exchanges received by 
the Bulletin, none are more welcome 
than those which give accounts of 
the action of National Councile in 
other parte of the world. The most 
rec-nt addition to these ie a paper 
entitled: News from the Area of 
the Council for Western Asia and 
Northern Africa.”’ 


Readers of the Bulletin will prob- 
ably be aware of the fact that Mr. 
Robert P. Wilder, who was for so 
many yeare connected with the Stu- 
dent Volunteer Movement, is the 
Secretary of this Council. His ap- 
pointiwent was made alittle more than 
a year ago, and in a number just to 
hand he writes: 


begin the second year renliz- 
ing more fully the needs of this Area 


and the great opportunities before our 
Council.” 


He is planning to visit the Sudan, 
Arabia, Mesopotamia, Persia, and 
Jugo-Siavia. Invitations have also 
come to him from Smyrna and 
Saloniki. No Council hae a more 
varied field. In China we have 
differences between province and 
province, and dialect and dialect, 
but what are these compared to the 
differences suggested even by this 
itinerary ovet but part of the field 
which this new Council deals witb. 
The Arabic work has lately lost a 
great leader in the death of the Rev. 
W. H. T. Gairdner, who was one of 
of the Student Vol- 
unteer Movement in England. We 
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are very glad to hear that hie life is 
being written by the gifted mission- 
ary author, Miss Padwick. 


Japan National Council 


The magazine ieeued by the N. C. 
O. in Japan is the briefest, and per- 
haps one may aleo add, the most 
pointed National Council publication 
which comes to our hands. In the 
last issue a social creed drawn up by 
the Committee of the All-Japan 
Christian Conference is given. It 
reads as follows: 


Setting up as our ideal a Christian 
social order in which God is recog- 
nized as Father and humanity is inter- 
related as brothers we firmly believe 
in the principles of love, justice and 
fraternaliem as set forth by Chri-. 
Believing that this can only be tea“ 
ized through cooperation and mutual 
love on the part of individuals and 
organizations we are opposed to every 
kind of materialistic education, 
thought and movement. We reject all 
social reconstruction bared on class 
struggle and revolutionary methods. 
We are likewise oppoeed to reactionary 
oppression. In conformity with there 
ideale we advocate the following 
matter. 


1. Equa) rights and equal opport- 
unities. 


2. Non-diseriminstory treatment 
of nations and races. 


8. The sanctity of marriage, equal 
responsibility of both men and women 
regarding chastity and the improve- 
ment of the home life. 


4. The betterment of the status of 
women in the educational, rocial, 
political and industrial world. 


5. Respect for the personality of 


„the child, the prohibition of child 


labor and extension of the period of 
compulsory education. 


| 6. ‘Lhe enactment of alaw making 
Sunday a public rest day (with the 
expectation that wagea will be paid). 


7. The abolition of the system of 
public prostitution and the complete 
regulation of all similar trades. 


8. The promotion of national 
probibition. 


9. The enactment of a minimum 
wage and social insurance lawe. 
Government subsidy for the bettering 
of housing conditions. 


10. The encouragement of produ- 
cers and consumers cooperative associ- 
ations. 


11. The establishment of a suitable 
agency to attain harmonious relations 
between employees and employer. 


12. The enactment of a reasonable 
working day. 


18. The betterment of home in- 
dustries and the improvement of 
equipment in factories. 


14. The enactment of a higher 
progressive tax rate for incomes and 
in heritancer. 


15. The realization of a war less 
world. 


N. C. C. Review India 


As many readers of the Bulletin 
know, the old magazine of Indian 
missionary activity, the Harvest 
Field“, was transformed a few years 
ag into the N. C. C. Review. Under 
the new management the Review has 
maintained the very high standard 
fur which the Harvest Field’’ was 
previously known. No magazine from 
the “‘mieswon field’’ has a better 
record or a more interesting series of 
articles dealing with Various aspects 
of missionary work, unless it be the 
Chinese Recorder 


In recent issues emphasis has re- 
peated! y been placed on rural develop- 
mente and the approach of the 
Christian Church to the rural problem. 
In India this question assumes an 
even more urgent aspect than in 
China owing to the large numbers 
who have come in through mass 
movements, many of whom unfor- 
tunately have drifted away from the 
Church through lack of adequate 
Christian education and shepherding. 


Rural workers in China certainly 
ought to take in this magazine, from 
which they would find help on various 
questions such as village education, 
cooperative credit and 80 forth. 
Nearly every number would also be 
found helpful to any missionaries in 
China who take their work seriously. 
the conditions in the two countries 


having enough in common to make 
interchange of thought very sugges- 
tive, although, of course, the specific 
problems are often different. 


National Christian Council 
Annual Report 


The Annual Report of our own 
Council Meeting held in October has 
again found difficulty in appearing as 
quickly as the secretaries and editor 
would like. The problem of getting 
anything printed rapidly and well in 
Shanghai seems to become greater 
rather than leas. It is hoped, however, 
that the report will be off the press 
shorily after thie Bulletin. Accom- 
panying the report, though printed 
specially, is an interpretative account 
of the Annual Meeting prepared by Dr. 
Rawlinson. This account sums up the 
tendencies of thought evident during 
the Annual Meeting, and will help 
those who were not there to enter into 
ite spirit and view-point. The report 
and Dr. Rawlinson’s article can be 
obtained free on application from the 
offices of the N. C. C. It will be ent 
to Mision Secretaries and other 
officisis, but not to a large free list 
beyond those who seubeeribs for all 
publications of the Council. It may 
be well here to remind our readers 
again that this subscription of $5.00 a 
year can be paid at any time, and will 
insure the receipt of both Englieh and 
Chinese material as published, ena- 
bling the person concerned to keep in 
touch with the various activities of the 
Council in a fuller way than is pos-i- 
ble through the Bulletin alone. 


Appointments to the Council 


The first Church organization to 
appoint representatives directly to the 
National Christian Counci! under the 
new scheme for the meeting to be held 
in May, was the Church of Christ in 
China, whose Standing Committee met 
immediately after the Annual Meet- 
ing. The following representatives 
have now been duly appointed, involv- 
ing the retirement of a few of the 


present members of the Council, but 
including, as will be seen, several who 
had already been serving the Council 
for longer or shorter periods. Accord- 
ing to the suggestion of the N.C. C. 
each name is fullowed by an alternate 
and the plan will be to keep the 
alternates informed of the actions and 
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work of the Council to the same 
extent as the members themselves. It 
is very satisfactory that the Church 
of Christ in Chine, which is the largest 
conetit nent body in the Council, should 
have acted so promptly. It will be 
noted that among the twenty-four 
representatives there are fifteen 
evangelistic workers, eight educators, 
and one physician, that two-thirds are 
Chinese, and one-third missionaries, 
seven are women, and seventeen are 
men. 


T. C. Brown (Mie W. I. Coxon) 

K. W. Burt (A. G. Castleton) 

Chang Seu-Ching (Chu Chen-sheng) 

Mre. Cheng Tru-cheong (H L. Yee) 

Miss Mary Chen (Mise Y. Y Chu) 

S. S. Chu (Dr. Wang Wan-pai) 

Miss Gwan Fan (Leo Teiang) 

Mrs. S. C. Farrior (P. F. Price) 

W. H Gow (Liu Ching-wen) 

C. L. Heis (Li Fub-kiang) 
Sheng-yen (Chen Chiu- chin) 

A. K. Kepler (Mre. W. H. Lingle) 

Ku Teh-eng (Chang Ling) 

T. Y. Kum (K. C. Yeh) 

Mim Y. T. Low (Chang Chu-ling) 

Li Yin-hwa (Chow Shu-kuang) 

C. C. Lia (Pen Shao-heien) 

Lin Yu-ehu (Huang Ching-chun) 

Lin Yu-chen (Chuang Uhen-sheng) 

Mise Dorothy MacKeown (G. H. Me- 

Neur) 

V. 8. Tom (8. C. Leung) 

H. F. Wallace (H. P. DePree) 

Andrew Weir (A. R. Mackenzie) 

R. C. Welle (Miss Margaret Frame). 


China Famine Relief 


Word has just been received that 
the China Famine Relief Comitiee, 
under the Chairmanship of Rev. 8. 
Parkes Cadman, D. D., Chairman of 
the Federal Counei of the Churches of 
North America during the past quad- 
rennium has decided to appeal to the 
American public for $12,000,000 U.S. 
eurfency for famine relief in North 
China. The campaign is being opened 
with friendly commendation from the 


American Red Cross and from the 


Secretary of State, the Hon. Frank B. 
Kellogg. Weare very thankful that 
this step has been taken. Accounts, 
Especially from the Northwest, show 
the terrible and urgent need. The 


Associated Mission, ‘Treasurets (28 
Yuen Ming wuen Road, Shanghai) dre 
ready to forward any subscriptions sent 
to them. 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S 
BURDENS 


As we prepare our minds for the 
act uf intercession we realize that we 
are bound together in one bundle 
uf lite“, that if ume member suffer 
all the members suffer with it’’, and 
that the perfecting of any part de- 
pends in some subtle way upon the 
perfecting of the whole. The comple- 
tien of the missionary’s own life is 
held back if there are rifts and errors 
in the group within which he works. 
The small group, however devoted, is 
something short of the ideal if it is 
cut off from others or if the larger 
gruup of which it isa part is mani- 
festly failing in devotion. Lhe hope 
for the Church can be expressed in 
no lees terms than Paul's “until we 
all attain unto the unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto «a full-gruwn man, upto 
the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ“ 


Intercession, in a certain sense, 
then, grows out of a true appreciation 
of personal need-——the need of that 
larger personality of which we are al! 
aware at times. Nevertheless, it is 
also the most uneelfieh of acts, for it 
means putting vursel ves into the lives 
of others, giving thought and time to 
the effurt to understand their need 
as if it were our own. No hurried 
set of petitions can be called true 
intercession. Tu use the imagination, 
letting n be guided by love and in- 
epired by faith, opens the door to 
intercession that is really fruitful. Our 
imagination ie given us by God to 
use for our friends and for His Church 
in thie deepest service. 


Trying, therefore, to use this gift, 
may we think of the following factors 
in the present situation in China, 
combining praise and prayer in re- 
lation to each? 


1. The unification of the country 
and the efforts being made for dealing 
with great evils, such as militarism 
and opium, the huge tasks of recon- 
struction which open out, the many 
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dangers and difficulties both within 
the government and outside. There 
are a number of Christian men in 
high places to-day for whom we may 
both thank God and seek His help. 
The attitude among Christians is now 
either to leave such tasks to the 
authorities and turn to spiritual 
service or to support in all possible 
ways honest effort to help China. 


2. Evidence of active opposition 
to the Church is still to be found in 
a few places, but in many more there 
is a readiness to receive the misrion- 
ary and to listen to the Christian 
message. le the Church ready 10 
enter the wide open doors? In many 
places we hear of a feeble and uni- 
epired leadership, and where there 
are good leaders they are lamentably 
few. In thie situation there is great 
need for fresh thinking and accurate 
knowledge. The effort of the N. C. C. 
to direct attention to thie problem 
and to etody it afresh may be remem 
bored in our prayers. 


8. During the acute stage of anti- 
Christian propaganda there was « 
strong disposition on the part of 
many Christiane to look seriously 
into the weaknesses of the Church, 
realizing that among much foolish 
and malicious criticiem there were 
sume Sulid gruunds and that it was 
the Church’s duty to rectify her life 
do that these might, as far ae possible, 
be removed. Is it true that this period 
ot self-examinativn has largely passed 
and left a certain complacency which 
is not lees dangerous because the 
attacks are lees fleree? If that be so, 
it Conetivutes an urgent call to prayer 
leet the Church be found wanting, 
nut only by her outside critics but by 
her Master. 


4. Gradually the situation of the 
Christian schools is becoming clearer. 
Some elements there still are which 
would prevent any kind of Christian 
or religious teaching in connection 
with any registered school and which 
would close all others. ‘The prevailing 
tendency, however, seems to be in an 
opposite direction—a recognition, sub 
rosa, of the value of religion but an 
unwillingness to admit this in an 
official way. There is need of wisdom 
for all leaders in Christian educatiun, 
the newly appointed Chinese pres- 
idents, the directing bodies and the 
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staff. Perhaps the least satisfactory 


feature is a lack of relation between 
school and church in many places and 
a failure on the part of each to see the 
need of the other. Many students and 
teachers say openly that they are in- 
terested in Christianity but not in the 
Church. Pastors and other Church 
leaders often fail to appreciate what is 
the Church’s teaching function, and 
are even suspicious of the work done 
in schools and colleges. 


5. To an increasing extent hoepi- 
tale are manned by Chinese. Generally 
speaking the change is welcomed, and 


we know of a number of cases where 


it is working well. In a few cases 
some low of efficiency is reported. 
Recent experience in other lines of 
service shows how firm a hold the 
Christian doctors and nurses have upon 
the affections of the people. Their 


memage ie always intelligible. The 


as a whole, or for special articles 
He takes this opportunity 
of thanking readers of the Bulletin for 
these expressions. Just as we go to 
press-one such comes to hand from a 
distent province, from which we 
venture to take the following quotation: 


“You are doing a great work for 
China, and Jam intensely interested in 
your every move. I cannot do any 


extensive work, but an trying to be an 


expert at intensive work in my field. I 
get lots of help from your Bulletin. 


Some readers of the Briletin may 
also recall the fact that criticism: bas 
been directed towards the Editor, more 
particularly in relation to an article on 
the subject of Leadership written some 
years ago. It is unfortunate that the 
intention and spirit of the article was 
by some people so grievously misun- 
derstood. Those who have followed 
the writing and other work of the 
Editor during the last few years in 
Ohina could hardly base fallen into 
the mistake of thinking that the in- 
terpretations placed, upon this article 


continued empbasis which he has 
sought both in the Bulletin and else- 
where to place upon the unique and 
central figure of our Lord Jesus Christ 
as the Saviour of the world, and the 
one hope for humanity. He only 
refers to this painful episode by way 
of expressing the earnest desire that 
we may all of us in our service of God 
in this chuntry be able to think 
charitably and sympathetically of 
others, and that as we hope ourselves 
to be forgiven for our mistakes and 
faults, we may extend a like spirit of 
forgiveness and love to others. 


If the Christian movement in China 
is to go forward and meet the extra- 
ordinary opportunity which opens up 
before it today, there is need not only 
of the utmuet devotion to the cause 
and to Christ Himself, but also of a 
deep participation in His spirit so that 
there may be a sweetnes and reason- 
ablenees in all om thoughts and words 
and actions. Whether the Christian 
forces can express themeelves in one 
organization in the future or not is a 
mall matter compared to the supreme 
need for a deeper love one to another 
which will express iteelf in mutual 
forbearance, joy in the success of 
others, readiness to see others get the 
credit so long as the work goes on, a 
growing power to serve one another in 
humble and simple ways in fact for 
the spirit which has been so wonder- 
fully set forth in I Corinthians xiii. 
may we all learn to follow the more 
excellent way’’. 


Nes from Honan and other parts 
of China where General Feng’s in- 
fluence prevails, gives a wonderful 


is an 
ceprit de corps which is one of the 
great secrets of success. We hear of a 
habit of early rising so that officials 


some officials on no other ground than 


that they were in bed at 


a 


1 


of the 
another, whether in China or 
there is always a place in the work 


2 


large hearted love that are always 
Christ-centered 
y. 
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work. No salaries, even to the 
officials, we are told, exceed $0000 4 
month. There is an for 
reform and an eagerness to e 
which are generally 
can only be seen by those who will get 
up early to meet them, appointments 
being frequently made at six o clock. / 
A charge was recently made against | 
own point of view, being, « thy ERR Ha 
an were, utterly inconsistent with the There is a feeling that the 3 
reconstruction is being taken 
earnest, and some are asking 
there left for the Church to do. 
This picture may, of course, * 
qualification, but at least the a 
— must arte im our minds, are 
call © strengthen Fertan have the greatest of all masters to 
emphasis in this work is a strong one, follow, taking our work with 
that, whatever the eflect upon pro- tremendous seriousness? Is a 
fessional standards, the changes that are of self-denial characteristic of the 
sure to come and are indeed welcomed leadership of the ERR 
may bring an addition to the spir- both Chinese and Hil 
questions as these which we have to 
EDITOR’S FAREWELL put to ourselves in these days, and, 
or 
Since taking up his appointment eas 
Secretary of the National Christion of 
Council, the writer bas acted as editor the Kingdom for those who will com- 
of the English Bulletin, except during bine this serious self-sacrific r 
the periods of abeence from China. re the 
This service ie one which has been the : 
enjoyed and which has been made - 
, more pleasant by the fact that he hes : 
frequently received letters of appre- 
ciation and thanks for the Bulletin The writer plans, 
furlough in England, „ 
in Philadelphia where he 
Director of Studies in a ~~ 
preparing men and women 
service of the Church, 
‘4 and abroad. The college x 
started by the Society of | 
meet felt need. He takes this oppor- 
tunity of asking readers of the Bulletin 
4 to remember this new work in their 
| prayers, and to support him in this 
' endeavour still to serve the Kingdom 
3 
: | 
— ²˙ ˙ 


